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Summer’s coming! 



 

 

The start of this period was tough. It felt as if people had run out: of patience, 
resources, resilience and the things that sustain us through dark times.  

In March we gave the caseworkers a weeks rest from new contacts, letting them 
catch up with existing clients and hitting the reset button. It also allowed us to see 
where the pinch points were, which highlighted the pressures on the Social Workers 
dealing with increasingly complex and intractable issues. 

During the Spring we again moved to 
monthly pickups for food as Covid cases 
continued to rise. We had decided to keep 
on with the weekly fresh food collections 
from Costco, Fareshare and Tesco as, if 
there was nowhere at ALM to use the 
food, it was distributed to the Whitechapel 
and later to St Johns in Meols, where 
meals had been produced for the Asylum 
Seekers Housed in Hoylake and for local 
vulnerable people.  

March saw the second Treesponsibility 
planting session, this time in Ripponden, 
with one group planting a hillside and two 

smaller groups going for hill walks. 350 saplings were planted and we learned about 
the different stages of tree planting. The beneficial effects of a day out in the 
countryside cannot be underestimated and after coming back off the moor, one 
young man stopped as we passed through a farm and said, this feels like home. It 
was as if he was drawn by the sound and smells of the cows and went into the byre 
to be near them.  

At the end of March Priti Patel made good on her promise to shake us all up, with 
some truly dreadful proposals for the new Asylum System. The Government want to 

take away the right to claim Asylum in this country, unless people arrive 
through a Government Relocation Scheme.  The consultation process 
for the new measures has been widely criticised, with hundreds of 
academics stating the proposals have no basis in research. They also 
contained plans to house people in camps, ‘process’ them offshore, 
remove appeal rights, introduce outdated and discredited methods of 
age assessment, and restrict the evidence which can be submitted. 
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The government has continued to infer that Asylum Seekers are allied to the 
Traffickers and People Smugglers, blaming refugees for the Home Office’s own 
inefficiencies and dreadful record on dealing with cases.  

The main reason put forward for these new draconian measures, was to break 
the smuggling gangs, however the Government lost a recent Crown Court case 
where they had prosecuted a refugee left driving the boat, as a smuggler, rather 
than anyone with actual gang involvement. This clearly demonstrates who their 
real target is. Asylum Removals are at a historic low, yet the Home Office still 

continue to make people homeless at the end of the asylum process in an 
attempt to force them to leave. This failed policy has been in place for twenty 
years: they still refuse to say how many people are made destitute in this way. 

We have a long fight ahead of us, mitigating these poorly thought out proposals 
which have placed the UK into direct conflict with the UNHCR, breaching the 

1951 Refugee 
Convention. 
Seeking Asylum is a 
Right not a Crime. 

In late March, it was 
fantastic to work 
with the CCG and 
NHS to provide a 
vaccination day at 
the centre, where 
nearly eighty got the 
Covid jab. We were 

primarily concerned with the destitute group and rightly so as many people were 
difficult to contact or not contactable at all. 

The Allotments and Bike Projects were fired up as the weather continued to 
improve. People, initially suited, masked and booted, later appeared in T-shirts 
as the weather improved. Cycle of Life have continued to help us start our own 



 

 

cycle club and Kuroosh and Sami have taken this on with regular rides each week. 
They were also on hand to do a bit for the camera when Granada’s Andy Bonner came 

to talk about the New Home 
Office Proposals.  

As the lockdown restrictions 
have started to ease we are 
welcoming more of our 
volunteers back into the 
building, with small group 
teaching, clothes sorters and 
the Bike Mechanics back in 
action. The computers, blinds 

desks and chairs were dragged into the new offices and our dream od a new casework 
office is finally a reality.  

In May we had a fabulous day on the beach with an             beach clean at Crosby. 
Asylum Seekers and local people worked together lifting 15 bags of rubbish and having 
a great time. It’s not rocket science but working together and finding out a little of each 
others lives makes everybody feel good. Our pilot project is now replicated in six other 
cities with our own Emma advising on their start-up and recruitment.  

Then at the beginning of June we had the news that ALM had been given the Queens 
Award for Voluntary Service, one of the highest awards an organisation like Asylum 
Link can obtain, with a special commendation for our work during the pandemic. Thank 
you to everyone who helped with their 
testimony and assistance. It’s fantastic 
to be recognised in this way, especially 
for our Asylum Seeker volunteers, who 
have shown great resilience and 
dedication in their new community.   

In the midst of all this, it was sad to see 
the transition of the new Aspen 
payment card turn into such a needless fiasco, with families left penniless for weeks. 
Again, it was the voluntary sector who stepped up, as Home Office systems for 
payment & emergency support collapsed.  

It appears that the Government wants to prevent the problems Asylum Seekers face, by 
eradicating the Asylum Seekers themselves and in another recent Court Case was told 
it had acted illegally in housing Refugees in Napier Barracks: squalid, cramped 
conditions in the middle of a pandemic, where infection ran riot.  

Thank you to everyone who has helped during the past few months. You are all stars! 


