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Keep going - nearly there! 



 

 

Since Christmas, there has been a perceptible shift in the atmosphere, as if the 
frustration and anger stored up in people has been let loose. Driven by a feeling of 
being swept along by things we can’t change, this is the closest many of us will get 
to experiencing what it is like to be an asylum seeker. Nothing is within your control 
and the decisions and restrictions affecting life are all made elsewhere.   

When the Covid lockdown was imposed again, we continued with the monthly food 
pickup for the destitute, including vouchers in the support package, as carrying four 
weeks worth of food is nigh on impossible. Monthly visits minimised the risks 

associated with contact and travel. 
And of course the food deliveries are 
still available for the most vulnerable.  

We are still receiving requests for 
clothes as new people arrive in the 
city or old clothes wear out.  

As January progressed, there was an 
increase in cases of Domestic 
Violence, fights in shared 
accommodation and people in ever 
more complex circumstances. We 
reached a point in February where we 
stopped dealing with new cases for a 

week and restricted access to the phone lines. This allowed us to concentrate on the 
difficult cases already underway and helped reset the clock. Sometimes you need to 
step back a bit to gain a bit of perspective.  

We also realised that other agencies were experiencing the same pressures. 
Referrals came in from charities who would normally deal with things themselves. 
Most telling of all, LDAS Liverpool Domestic Abuse Services, cut access to some of 
their provision. It paints quite a stark picture of a community under enormous strain. 
Speaking to Pete Tregilgas, a volunteer and friend at All Saints Church, we both 
shared a common sense of weariness at the times we are going through. 
Everyone’s tired. 

So what’s to be done? The first thing is to 
realise that we can’t get off this particular 
bus, and like many things in life, we just 
have to deal with it the best way we can. 
Secondly, there’s a certain strength that 
comes from knowing we’re all experiencing 
the same thing; that we’re not alone. And 
thirdly, and more importantly, to get back 
on the horse and move forward.  

We asked the caseworkers and teachers if 
they could think of one word that described 
the past couple of months. The teachers 
nearly exploded: ONE WORD! Come off it. But most managed. The caseworkers 
were more succinct but nonetheless found it a challenge to describe the times we 
are in with just one word. However it is the collective effect that is most striking and  
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the word that emerged top of the list will not come as a complete surprise. 

Quite a few people got leave to remain in the new year: great news, but for 
some of our volunteers still waiting for resolution, they 
have seen people arriving after them, getting decisions 
before them, and this must be incredibly frustrating.  

Alhussein at MRSN had some fabulous news. He’s 
now a daddy with a beautiful baby girl, Amina, who 
arrived mid-January. One of our friends from years 
past, Emma Atherton also had another gorgeous babe 
- little Fern.  

So with Hopefulness in mind, we’ve pushed off again, opening up the phone 
lines and trying new solutions for old problems. We’re getting low on men’s 
clothes so we’ve decided to take donations again (but only for men’s clothing 
and if possible waterproof trousers!) With the lighter days arriving, we’re back 
up at the allotment. Ron’s out of hibernation (stylish red hat) and ready with 

the beans and sweet peas. 
Someone lovely has donated a 
new shed! We have beach cleans 
and tree planting sessions in the 
pipeline so keep an eye out for 
information. 

The hands opposite belong to Sue 
and Kooshi, who took time off 
tidying up, to pod the beans that 
have been drying over winter in 
one of the classrooms. It feels good 
to be looking forward again and 
even though Covid restrictions are 
still largely in place, we can see Spring and Summer on the horizon and can 
start making plans for furnishing the 2

nd
 floor offices, pulling mothballed 

chairs and desks out of the attic, as well as anticipating the trips, visits and 
other outdoors activities. 

But there are also some darker things looming. Priti Patel has decided she 
will ‘Fix our Broken Asylum System’, but not in the way we would like it. In a 
speech to the Conservative Party Conference she deliberately mixed up 
claiming Asylum with Illegal Migration, choosing to say nothing of the poverty, 
poor housing, destitution, isolation and misery faced by those in the system. 



 

 

Nothing about the number of successful appeals to immigration decisions. Instead she 
concentrated on the arrivals from other places, playing to the fears, insecurities and 
myths believed by her target audience. We complained to the BBC last year when they 
led with the headline of more people than ever coming across the channel by boat, but 

without telling people that asylum claims were actually falling. So the impression was 
given, once again that we were being over-run. The fact that the only reason people are 
coming by small boat, is that plane, ferry and tunnel crossings have become restricted 
by Covid, hardly gets a mention. Or that overall numbers are lower. If the Home 
Secretary was serious in her attempts, as she says, to deprive people smugglers of an 
income, she should arrange safe travel corridors, rather than forcing people to take 
ever more extreme risks. 

And so we are to have yet another Immigration Bill coming, but one which is set to be 
more draconian than all the rest, if that is possible. And what can we do about it?  

One thing is to keep putting the stories out there, to continue to inform one another 
about what we see and how it affects the people we work with. To provide a platform, 
for the Asylum Seekers and Refugees, who want to speak out, to voice their opinions 
and experiences. To keep on with the positive and life enhancing projects like Action 
Asylum, bringing local people and newcomers into contact to debunk the myths and the 
lies surrounding Asylum Seeking.  

Later this year we will take part in a campaign to raise these issues headed by Asylum 
Matters, www.asylummatters.org demonstrating the iniquity and damaging effects of 
current asylum policy. We also hope to 
organise a relay walk between here 
and Moreton Hall in Lincolnshire, our 
nearest Immigration Detention Centre, 
via Cities and Towns of Sanctuary on 
the route, to highlight to problems 
Asylum Seekers face every day.  

Lastly, during the grey winter months, 
some hardy souls have been flying the flag for Refugees, with small protest walks 
through Liverpool City Centre, to the Home Office in Old Hall Street. Well done to all of 
you: tough cookies. Thanks to everyone who has continued to help us through these 
difficult times and lets look forward to a better New Year.  

Channel migrants: 17 
people enter UK on two 
small boats. 28Jan2021         

Immigration minister Chris 

Philp said migrants "should 

be claiming asylum in the 

first safe country they reach”  
 

It’s as if an accident of            

geography somehow 

removes our obligation  

to help. 


