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Perhaps not as exciting as the Year of the Dragon or the Year of the 
Snake, for us 2018 was the Year of the Lease. After almost two 
years of chatting, as well as looking at other buildings, in April we 
finally signed a 25 year full repairing lease with the Archdiocese.  

As a result, there have been many changes: the 
buildings have separated and there is still a 
great deal to do altering the utilities and 
responsibilities. You don’t get owt for nowt as 
they say and although the building is now rent 
free, the price tag for repairs and renovation is a 
conservative £210,000 with ongoing upkeep.  

We’ve already made a start and the first three 
rooms on the second floor were occupied in 
October. The rest of the floor needs carpeting 
and a full phone/computer installation, but more 
importantly, the restoration of the second 
stairwell to provide an adequate emergency 
escape. 

Those are the day to day things which, while not 
sounding very glamorous, tend to occupy most 
of our waking moments. 

Many of our longer serving volunteers got leave 
to remain this year: Mukhtar and Bushra, Dav 
and Baatuud (Semy’s expecting!), Beatrice, 
Sylla and Tsering. But for every up there 
is a down and several people had 
refusals. Wilson, Ruth and Charles were 
detained then released, needlessly as it 
turned out. A few neutral ones as well. 
Alhussain’s brother stuck in Cairo, was 
given permission to enter the UK but can’t 
get an exit visa from Egypt; frustration 
beyond belief. 

There have been a few new things: cooking demonstrations at the 
Brain Charity and our volunteer day out with Churches Together in 
Heswall,  Bridie’s ESOL Conference, the Choir (Radio Merseyside 
and other performances), finally a new kitchen, a new electronic 

Introduction - Ewan Roberts 
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database and a move away from paper files. The Choir have 
been particularly active with members coming and going as 

people get dispersed, get jobs, get ill 
or just stumble across us. Some 
people in the choir don’t actually sing 
but it’s nice to belong and that’s as 
important as anything else.  

We also said goodbye to volunteers 
who have been here since the very 
beginning: Julia and Bernadette, both 

caseworkers, latterly working on database maintenance. They 
managed to get a foot in the exit door and have gone for a very 
well earned rest. We miss them both. 

Other volunteers got jobs and moved on to different things; 
Spencer, Rachael, Saria, Rosie, all people with great talent who 
we’ll miss. Sylla’s training both as a security guard and in 
mental health; might be handy. The students too have come 
and gone although Molly and Romilly are undertaking their 
research here in the coming months. 

The Table Tennis Team have had a mixed 
year, with new members arriving and more 
experienced players moving to senior teams. 
It’s nice to have them back in the Big ‘Chas’ 
Room again and our thanks go to Mike Coats 
and All Saints Church, who housed them 
temporarily. There’s been a ton of football this year, alongside 
Liverpool County FA, Everton in the Community and others, with 
a new Team, the Ullet Road Church 
Rebels, starting in the summer. A 
slight downer was that Habtom had 
his leg broken during one game. 

STAR students have carried on their 
conversation classes and it’s nice to 
hear laughter drifting down the 1st 
Floor corridor. A lot of work has 
been done in schools across the 
year with Ian Downing speaking to over 2500 pupils at 
information sessions and assemblies. (Not all at the same time) 
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We owe Ann Nichol a debt of thanks, both for the  
‘Tastes of Home’ cook book made available for 
us, and all the support from Edmund Rice 
Fellowship, with extra funding for the 
refurbishment of the 2nd Floor.  

We have to thank Naz at Spiceways for a 
fabulous meal produced for the Christmas Party 
which he did for free. The eternal raffle, with 
compere Oyewole Ajagbe in his element, set a 
new world record at 1 hour 10 mins. You wouldn't think there 
could be that level of sustained excitement for so long, but there 
was! 

Concerts and meals were exciting fundraisers for us through the 
year at St Anne’s Church and the Lefteris Restaurant. Several 
people did sponsored things with Max Bojarsky running in a 

24hour marathon in Belfast and 
Alaina Beacall cycling across 
America in a quite staggering 
27days 12hours and 54minutes 

Class 2B wrote a poem just before 
Christmas, with Levi Tafari and 
Nina Edge, as part of the ‘Our 

Liverpool’ Programme. This was performed by Levi at the launch 
event in December: Our Hope Street of the Future.  

We’ve had lots of overseas visitors with 
MRSN and the Healthnic project, from 
Greece and Ireland, and Alessia from 
Sardinia, all through EU Erasmus projects. We’re set to continue 
with Erasmus this year as long as Brexit doesn’t stuff things up.  

We had hoped to be running a night shelter by this stage but 
have run into a bit of a wall as funds got tighter towards 

Christmas. We’ll press 
ahead with it but not as 
quickly as we’d like. 

The ESOL conference in 
November was an 
opportunity to explain to 
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people what goes on at ALM and how the organisation has 
developed, as well as showcasing the 
Council of Europe’s Language for 
Integration Materials. Our work with the 
PROSPER study at Liverpool University is 
continuing with the recruitment and training 
of therapists from Refugee backgrounds to 
assist new arrivals. Tsega (from the 
kitchen) had her baby boy and popped 
back in the other day to see us.  

And of course one of the biggest and 
brightest events of 2018 was Noor’s (Ian’s) marriage to Khushi. 

For me, the highlight of the year was singing with the choir at the 
Christmas party, with people dancing and clapping, a real moment 
of unabandoned joy in a world often clothed in sadness.  

2019 is rattling in at a fair old pace. The Government have 
announced a new Immigration Bill, we have Brexit to contend with 
and the uncertainty it has placed over refugee movement across 
the borders and our follow up sessions to the ESOL conference. At 
some point the new housing and support contracts will be 
announced. Currently it seems unlikely that providers will change.  

Durani, our Complex Needs 
Social Worker will be getting a 
new colleague to work with, 
increasing his ability to work 
across the city region with 
Asylum Seekers dispersed to 
the new boroughs. 

There’s building work to 
complete, new phone systems 
and computer networks to install, finance to find and 101 other 
things that make life at ALM the slightly odd but grounded and 
practical place it is. Thank you to everyone who helps make it 
magnificent. 

Cheers, Ewan 
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When we look back at the year, we always review the numbers and 
see if we can make sense of them. An odd one is that we are 
experiencing a fall in the number of destitute Asylum Seekers. This 
seems counter intuitive as the general homeless population is very 
definitely on the rise.  

The graph below shows how the numbers of people in asylum 
support (s95) has steadily risen since 2012 and is now around 
45,000 people at the same time as removals are at a low point.  
We think this is why there are fewer destitute asylum seekers.  

A bit of Background 
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Where do we 
sit in the 
great scheme 
of things?  

 

Britain still 
gets the 5th 
largest 
number of 
Asylum 
Claims in the 
EU, however 
if we compare 
that with 
claims as a 
percentage of 
our population 
we end up as 
24th out of 28; 
not such a 
fantastic 
outcome. 
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WHERE IS EVERYBODY? 
 
Glasgow is home to the largest 
number of asylum seekers in the 
UK and Birmingham is home to 
the second largest number.  
Liverpool comes third. 

The North West as an area is the 
UK’s main dispersal area for 
asylum seekers: Liverpool, 
Manchester, Bolton, Rochdale 
and Wigan have years of 
experience and recently Skelmersdale, St Helens, Halton 
and Knowsley have joined the list of dispersal areas.  

What these towns and cities all have in common is that 
they are all poor places. The UK system is based on 
sending people to wherever the housing is cheapest. 
There aren’t any asylum seekers in Windsor!  

Some of these towns are 
experienced at welcoming 
new arrivals but others are 
new to the task.   

It seems bonkers that 
anybody should have to re-
invent the wheel, so I hope 
I’m right in thinking that 
areas are beginning to talk 
to each other and share 
good ideas.   Ewan Roberts 

suggests that “It's almost as if there's a series of 
steppingstones forming”.  I hope so. It would be a good 
idea if we knew about each other. 

The latest idea to help the new areas is a project called 
`Just Chat` that shows churches how  easy it is for 
a church community to reach out to those in need and 
provide something everybody can contribute to: a simple 
drop-in for a casual chat.  This won’t solve any problems 

Steve Atherton - Justice & Peace 
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involving accommodation 
or case work or 
immigration law but it will 
show a welcome face to 
people who are isolated 
and vulnerable.  

Pope Francis has written, 
“Welcoming (refugees and 
asylum seekers) requires 
concrete commitment, a 
network of assistance and 
goodwill, vigilant and 
sympathetic attention”. 
‘Just Chat’ is a simple 
way to help parishes 
respond to the arrival of 
new people in their area.   

It’s a `concrete 
commitment` to offer 
friendship and a sense of 
community, and help to 
improve the language 
skills that are needed to 
cope with being in a 
strange situation. 

 I keep thinking about an event where people from the 
different organisations could get together and share 
experiences and stories ... and have some fun together. 

 

(We have to thank Steve for facilitating the ESOL day at LACE) 
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Merseyside Refugee Support Network  MRSN9                                                   The Healthnic Project

 Margaret McAdam 

On the beautiful island of Syros in the July sunshine Rosie, Ewan 
and myself were taught a great deal about the benefits of the 
Healthnic project - healthy and diverse cuisines, and planning for 
the roll out of the MRSN Healthnic workshops here in Liverpool. 
We also had time to explore again the wonders of Syros. 

Starting 31 October five food and cooking sessions facilitated by 
Rosie were followed by two digital story telling sessions at John 
Archer Hall. Over the seven weeks a strong 
sense of community and ‘family’ developed with 
the twelve participants, a mix of people from the 
local and refugee community. 

The workshop was a great success and 
everyone clearly had an enjoyable experience 
with the opportunity to create innovative healthy 
dishes and share stories in a safe, creative and 
friendly atmosphere. 

Everyone expressed the hope that there will be another 
opportunity to continue some time soon with a similar project. 

At the same time as our 
workshop was 
happening in Liverpool, 
it was thrilling to know 
that our Healthnic 
‘families’ in Greece, 
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MRSN9                                                   The Healthnic Project 

Italy, Poland and Ireland were 
sharing similar experiences. 

In January, Alhussein and I were 
hosted by our Polish partners in 
Rzeszow. In stark contrast to the 
sunshine of Syros in July, we were 
greeted by snow and 
temperatures well below zero (up 
to minus 12).  

However despite the bitterly cold 
weather, we found the country spectacularly beautiful and our 
Danmar hosts provided us with a warm welcome as we watched the 
snow carpet the streets outside. 

It was lovely meeting 
up with all our 
Healthnic colleagues 
from the partner 
organisations across 
the EU and 
interesting to share 
stories from each 
other’s workshop 
experiences. The 
collaboration on the 
projects future 
dissemination was 
really positive and 
we look forward to 
our next meeting in 
Tralee in May. 

http://healthnic.eu 
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“Welcoming the Stranger: Doing Nothing is not an Option” 

 

In November, Asylum Link Merseyside (ALM) and the Liverpool 
Archdiocese Justice and Peace Commission co-hosted an uplifting 
conference, at  L.A.C.E., on the edge of Sefton Park.   

Over 100 delegates spent the day considering how best to welcome 
the stranger, the new Asylum Seeker or Refugee in our 
neighbourhood.   The conference was an opportunity for individuals 
and organisations involved in alleviating the hardship of new 
arrivals, to share good practice and develop confidence in caring for 
the needs of our new residents.  

Forty six organisations were represented, many from the surrounding 
dispersal areas where the need for provision is growing.  

Jimmy Mc Govern, the much- admired screenwriter 
of, amongst others, Hillsborough, The Street and 
Broken, opened the conference by suggesting that 
Antony Gormley’s iron men on Crosby Beach, 
would, like so many Liverpudlians before them , 
reach out and welcome the newcomer , the 
immigrant.  

Steve Atherton, from Justice and Peace, set the context with some 

English for Speakers of other Languages 



 

15 

arresting slides of the powerlessness of so many desperate 
migrants fleeing war, persecution, torture and hardship, their lives 
unravelling in the face of harsh resistance in parts of Europe.   

Ewan Roberts,  ALM’s  Centre 
Manager explained how the Charity 
has evolved over the years, always 
changing to meet the growing 
demands. “It is by no means perfect, 
but it is doing its best.”   

He went on to explain that, 
according to UNHCR statistics, on 
our  shared planet,  almost one 

person in a hundred  is at risk of violence or persecution and they 
mostly flee to poor neighbouring countries;  the UK , a relatively 
wealthy country,  is  per head of population, 24th out of 28 
European countries, for dealing with asylum claims.  

Our region houses 16 times more asylum seekers than the entire 
South East of England.  Ewan referenced many sources of 
information and key contacts in the dispersal areas, to facilitate 
further good partnership working. He ended with an invitation to 
give ALM a ring and come and visit.  

Frank Hont, from Liverpool City Council then spoke of the city’s 
future Integration Strategy. 

Following the break, Bridie Sharkey, a 
volunteer teacher and trustee of ALM took 
delegates through the new Council of Europe 
“toolkit” : Linguistic Integration of Adult 
Migrant materials.  ALM and one  centre in 
London are currently rolling out these 
materials, which have been produced in seven 
European languages. They are designed to 
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help non- specialists support 
recently arrived asylum 
seekers and refugees.  

Three students from ALM’s 
English classes, Laila, 
Alganesh and Racheed, 
spoke, movingly, of their 
loneliness and isolation on 
first arriving in Liverpool, 
their fear and the courage it 
took to venture into ALM 

and eventually the enjoyment and confidence that mastering the 
language gave them.  They were extremely brave to face a huge 
audience, and to address them in English. They are to be 
commended.  Visit www. coe.int/lang-refugees to look at the 
materials and to join a growing, compassionate, kind-hearted force 
across Europe, who are intent on supporting their displaced 
brothers and sisters. Follow up workshops on the materials will take 
place at Asylum Link in the New Year.  

After a delicious lunch, and entertainment provided by the Women 
Together Choir, delegates split into three groups to discuss 
Casework problem-solving provision, how the ALM shop has 
evolved and the importance of inclusive football to mental and 
physical well- being.   

Then followed an engaging plenary session, with a panel 
comprising Annie Merry from Faiths4Change, Paul Peng, 
Community Cohesion Manager in Knowsley  , Ewan Roberts from 
ALM,  and Ellen Kiely from Our Liverpool.  The Question and 
Answer session , dealing with housing, ESOL qualifications, 
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regional outreach and much more  was chaired by Bill Chambers, 
the ALM Chair of Trustees. 

Frank Cottrell Boyce,  author and 
screenwriter, himself a volunteer ALM 
Caseworker, gave the closing address, 
indicating how each person has so much 
to offer others ; how great volunteering 
and making someone else happy, makes 
you feel!  

The ALM  Women Together Choir, 
concluded the day with a rousing, 
multilingual rendition of  Bob Dylan’s  
“Forever Young”, a fitting ending to an 
inspiring, encouraging and above all compassionate day. 

Bridie Sharkey                               
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Together Liverpool   Asylum Link Merseyside Poem  (Class 2b) 
 
In October 2018, poet Levi Tafari and artist Nina Edge, spent two 
hectic and intense mornings working with Class 2b.  They were 
keen to talk to the students, to get their impressions of the city and 
to support the students in writing a collective poem, reflecting 
aspects of Liverpool that were important to them. 
 
On the 11

th
 November, Levi 

read our poem out at the 
launch of the “Our Liverpool” 
programme at the Town Hall. 
Mirhassan, seated in the 
centre of the photograph 
below, represented Asylum 
Link at this event. Our poem 
reflects the students desire to belong and to contribute to the Hope 
Street of the Future, in Liverpool, their new city, full of culture. 

The authors are: Mohammed, Sudan; Mirhasan, Iran; Vinh, Vietnam; Alex (this isn’t 
winter!), Russia; Adnan, Kuwait; Anne, Vietnam; Rajwinder, India; Salem, Eritrea. 

Our Future on Hope Street 

    ““““Hope Street of the FutureHope Street of the FutureHope Street of the FutureHope Street of the Future”    ”    ”    ”        
                                                    

Running like the river of life  
Towards my freedom  
Going with the city flow  
Seeing  friendly faces  
In  wide open spaces.  
Running with my past,  
To create  
 A Hope Street of the Future  
Our Liverpool,  a city rich in culture. 
 
No more anger  
No more war  
Gone the suffering of a colourless life  
Smiling faces of equality  
Feeling  safety in all the diversity.  
Tensions fade and disappear 

Rebirth comes with a brand new year. 
To create  
 A Hope Street of the future 
Our Liverpool a city rich in culture                                                
 
My Liverpool  home, living for today  
In the Beatle city, I would say  
Father of music, John Lennon’s words 
Imagine no borders, free as the birds  
People flying high  
Above us only sky.  
To create 
 A Hope Street of the future  
Our Liverpool, a city rich in culture.                                                   
 
UK  winter;  it`s not  really winter.  
I wait for the crystal glow  
Of the frozen snow  
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A melting pot of accents and sound 
Saying words out loud, feeling proud. 
To create  
 A Hope Street of the future  
Our Liverpool,  a city rich in culture                                                        
 
A magical mystery place 
A new life  dreamland. 
Falling leaves in Sefton Park 
Otterspool , the  Albert Dock  
The riverside, she’s like my friend.  
I take with her a selfie, home to send,  
To create 
 A Hope Street of the future  
Our Liverpool, a city rich in culture                                                  
 
Education, that special tool  
That forges the key  
To open the door  
To my learning liberty, 
To new respect and dignity. 
To create 
 A Hope Street of the future  
Our Liverpool, a city rich in culture                                                         
 
Happy, helpful people 
In my English class 
Safe, lively places 
In this Liverpool home. 
Noisy, busy kitchen 
Cooking the old and the new 
To create  
 A Hope Street of the future 
Our Liverpool ,a city rich in culture.                                                  
 
The key to my life,  
To open the door to happiness and 
safety  
Ending the drought of lost opportunity.  
Kensington, my new home  
There, I will never walk alone.  
I will create  
 A Hope Street of the future  
Our Liverpool, a city rich in culture                                                
 

The map of the world sets us free  
From famine, war and cruelty. 
Here in ALM, Class 2b  
A special place of global harmony.  
Our lives moving, moving  forward in 
unity  
All together, a world- wide humanity. 
Let us contribute, and then  
Together , we will create 
The Hope Street of the future 
Our Liverpool, Our city, rich in culture                                                    
 
(Class 2b.   ALM) 
 

 

 
(Dedicated to Sister Kathleen, for 
creating a very special place of global 
harmony!) 
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Alaina Beacall came to us in early 2018, with the fabulous idea of 
a sponsored bike ride across America. But not only was it a ride, it 
was a race! With a fundraising event at the Shiraz Palace in April 

to set the scene, we 
were off. 

          - - - -  

In 2018 I planned to 
take on The 4,200 
mile Trans America 
Bike Race (TABR). 
This coast-to-coast 
route traverses the 

Western Coastal Range of Oregon, the snowy 
Rockies, the hot, storm-ridden Central Plains, and finally over the 
punchy eastern mountains to Virginia.  Racers must be self-
sufficient: this means fixing their own bikes and sourcing their own 

food, water, and accommodation (or 
sleeping rough). The goal is a sub-
30 day finish, which means cycling at 
least 140 miles every day, although 
only 50% of riders even finish. The 
clock is always ticking. 

The passionate work of Asylum Link 
Merseyside inspired my goal to raise 
funds for their projects, whilst I 
attempted the TABR. 

Just 7 weeks before the race, I tore cartilage in my knee and was 
unable to walk properly for 14 days. All potential hopes dashed, I 
refused to accept the inevitable, and took myself to America alone 
to rehab my injury as much as possible. 

I somehow made it to the start line with 5 other women and 110 
men, hoping to take it steadily day-by-day. What lay on the road 
ahead were constant mental battles, deep saddle sores, 
monstrous weather extremes, injuries, and a life lost. 27 
relentless days of this, lead me to reach the finish on 29

th
 June 

2018. I achieved the fastest current Englishwoman’s time, and 

Alaina and the Trans-American Bike Race 
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received overwhelming support to raise an apt £4,200 for ALM. 

Thank you to the wonderful ALM volunteers for befriending me, and 
to Adapt Outdoors, Vaaru Cycles and Assos for their incredible 
support. Now I have returned to reality as a full time doctor in 
Sheffield, but I hope to see and work with you again soon. 

Alaina Beacall 

When we asked Alaina why she got involved, she described a recent bike trip 
across Europe: I met Syrians who had been separated from or had lost their 

parents, and their children. They had battled to find new homes and to have access 
to basic rights. In this fight to recreate their lives, the suffering they had run from 

was nowhere near over. How could we let this continue?  
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January Amin’s hearing - Manchester early doors - car breaks down on motorway, 
8 hr recovery - Wole to the rescue. Jan Awang and Zumba for the 
Women’s Group. Ian, Roadshow Banks Road Primary in Garston. 
Romilly and Molly start placements. Ian, Roadshow St Christophers. 
Philomene’s Health Conference and Health Hub launch. February 
Roadshow St 
Mary’s Crosby. 
Fundraiser with 
the West Kirby 
Methodist Bike 
Mechanics. The 
Women’s Choir 
go down a 
Storm. Monica 
on the Radio, MP Dan Carden’s team visit. 
HIV nurses back in again, Start talking to 
Norman about a new casework database. Ian, 
Roadshow with Police Cadets. GDPR training. 
Visiting EU Team from Greece. Katherine 
Monaghan starts her photographic Project with 
the Open Eye Gallery March Dental Hospital 

Students 
visit. Liverpool FC in for a look. Cooking 
Demo with the Brain Charity - FAB. 
Lecture at John Moore’s - 
Organisational Awareness. Women’s 
Choir Radio Merseyside. 
CCG Healthcare consultation. 
Ian(Noor) and Kushi get 
hitched.  April Alaina’s 
fundraiser at the Shiraz. 
Liverpool Philharmonic visit. 
The Mukerjees make the ITV 

news for all the wrong reasons 
- detained. A week later - 
released. Photographers in for 
the Cookbook, ALM Concert 
and Jan’s film. Wole doing the 
Police group 
meetings. Durani 
guest speaker at 
another John 

Moore’s lecture. Discussing Story Telling with Aleasha, Bridie, Deborah 
and Ewan. Durani SWAN conference Southend on Sea. Inclusive Cities 

The ALM 2018 Year  
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Taskgroup meeting. Pete Payne and the Formby Outing. 
PROSPER research meeting with Liverpool Uni. Volunteer day 
out in Heswall  May  Durani at Maternity Action Seminar 
Liverpool. Staff Christmas night out. Brenna from 
RadioFrance24 
visits; stories on 

InfoMigrants. Ewan and Durani 
speak at Many Hands One Heart. 
Old van scrapped  June Trip to 
Terracotta Warriors. More 
database deliberations. 
New Broadband 
connection going in. Ewan 

to conference at Hope. St Nicks for 
Roadshow - Ian. Refugee Week - 
Community Soul, Tastes of Home 
Book Launch. Big Trip to Thurstaston-
magic. Ian - Roadshow Middlefield 

Juniors. BBQ. 
Starting Work 2nd 
floor. Ewan Healthnic 
Syros. Allesia arrives 
from Sardinia on placement. Ullet 
Road Rebels Football Team 
underway. July  Praise in the Park 
- Women’s Choir.  Americana 

Concert West Kirby. 
Alaina’s big trip. 
PROSPER project going 
ahead. Jimmy McGovern 
visits. Refugee Table 
Tennis Tournament. 
Measuring up for a new 
kitchen. Childwall Primary 

bring clothes. Phones acting up.  August Sr Shelagh passed away - we remember 
a life well lived. New Red Cross project starts. Formby Trip. Sister’s of Mercy 

The ALM 2018 Year  
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Celebration. Building 
work done in back 3 
rooms, 2nd Floor. 
September Ewan, 
Pete and Jan 
presenting at NACCOM conference. Boiler on 
the blink. Wole speaking at St Anthony’s - 
Eucharistic Conference. Carpets going down 

on 2nd floor. Fabulous Lake District Trip. 
Phones go phut again. Alessia back home. 
Home Office 
Safeguarding Team 
visit. Fay Starts, 
Doreen Starts, 
Molly Starts. Rachel 
and Saria leave! 

October  
Accounts training, 
Wole at 1st Tier 
Tribunal Meeting. 
STAR Conversation 
class back running. 

Family Reunion Visas 
Meeting - the way 
ahead, with GMIAU 
and Red Cross. 
Durani, London, Maternity Action Conference. 
Roadshow Springwood Heath Primary. 

Wole panel event Refugee Crisis Liverpool Uni. ALM Autumn 
Concert. November  Durani Sanctuary Lancashire Conference. 
Work starts in Kitchen-mayhem. Bridies ESOL Conference. Ewan 
and Durani Manchester Met Conference. December  Kitchen opens, 
Our Liverpool Launch - Class 2b Poem, Bridie to Council of Europe 
meeting in Rome. Christmas party - Thanks Naz - At last after 16 
years we have a sign for the front door. Rest and be thankful. 

The ALM 2018 Year  

BeforeBeforeBeforeBefore    AfterAfterAfterAfter    
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When I came to here,  I was all alone.  

Couldn't speak to you, couldn't use the phone.  

I was very shy, had no confidence.  
 

Felt so unprepared, had no residence.  

Once I used to be, all alone you see,  

never knew no one, didn't have much fun  
 

Then I found this place, on a rainy day.  

Welcome in they said, come back everyday.  
 

No more roaming here.  

No more moaning here 

Folk have time for me.  

Food and drink and tea 
 

No more roaming here.  

No more moaning here 

Folk have time for me.  

Food and drink and tea 
 

There was lots to learn, many strange ways.  

make myself, try to fill the days. 

I would feel so sad, I could feel so down.  

Slowly I did grow, got to know this town.  

The Asylum Link Women Together Song  -  Here 

No more roaming here.  

No more moaning here 

Folk have time for me.  

Food and drink and tea 
 

No more roaming here.  

No more moaning here 

Folk have time for me.  

Food and drink and tea 
 

Now I'm settled here, safe with self respect,  

Friendly people here, see my intellect.  

And I'm learning more, Like a growing seed 

blossoms in the wind, and I feel so freed. 
 

With my family, here I am not alone 

 'cause together here, we have all grown.  

Many nations here, many languages,  

but together we, have advantages.  
 

No more roaming here.  

No more moaning here 

Folk have time for me.  

Food and drink and tea 
 

No more roaming here.  

No more moaning here 

Folk have time for me.  

Food and drink and tea 

Over the years, a choir developed in the 
Women’s Group, changing as different 
individuals got involved, including 
instruments as part of a learning 
process. This song written, mostly by 
Babs, encapsulates the feelings of 
arrival and change as people are 
welcomed and find their place. 
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This is probably one of the most dangerous things we do as you’re almost 
guaranteed to forget someone and that’s angsty. However…... 

 
Thanks to Ann Nichols, Louise Bains and everyone at the Edmund Rice 

Fellowship for their fabulous help through the year (I’d include Brother Eamonn 
in that but he’d just tell me it was all codology) To Fr Tony Slingo and Peter 
Payne and all the wonderful folk up in Formby who visit with the van. To the 

Huyton guys who work the allotment and all the diggers up there this year. To 
the collectors of clothes (there must be a name for that now - the har-vest-ers, 
Christine and Tim at St John the Baptist (we have our own box!) and Ernest at 
the Hoylake SVP, and everyone else who brings clothes. The Foodies: Tesco, 

Jack’s, Fareshare and Cosco, to the Foodbanks who share around and to all the 
schools churches and others who bring food for the homeless or for the kitchen, 
to Alan Vernon and the good folk of Heswall who host the volunteers day, to the 
donors and sponsorees, to Alaina and Max, to Steve Collet, to Barbara, Frank 
and Nader (the new van’s still in the plan) to all the people who give without 

thought of reward, the members, the standing orderers, the Socialist Singers, 
the Christmas Card salesfolk, the online collectors, the Easyfundraisers, the 

Crowdfunders, the Socialist Singers, To Father Michael and the good burghers 
of Crosby, to the wonderful people who let us use their houses for the homeless. 

To the restaurants helping out: Lefteris and Spiceways (Naz - the Christmas 
meal was legendary!) To Community Soul Café, To the performers and 

musicians  and photographers for the concerts, (and Father Peter, Lol and St 
Anne’s) and for the other celebrations, to the Women’s Choir (who are almost 
famous) To Mencap and friends for supporting the Mukerjees. To the students 
who run the STAR conversation class. To our colleagues we work alongside 

MRSN/MNfC and the GMIAU. To our partners in F4C, the Red Cross, Refugee 
Action and to the City Council. To the funders who place their trust in us, both 
the national and the local (special mention for LCVS with the ESOL). To the 

Inclusive Cities Team. To the guys like Steve Atherton and his family who help in 
so many different ways. To our EU partners in Syros, Genoa, Tralee and 
Rzeszów who opened up a world of difference this year. To the builders, 

electricians and plumbers who helped with the kitchen and upper floors. To 
those who drop in at the centre, Smoking Cessation, Social Inclusion, CDW, 

Carol and the acupuncturists. 
 

But most of all to the Volunteers, Students and Staff who make what could be a 
difficult and dark place to work, so life-affirming and warm. 

 
In the words of an Observer Journalist back in 2006: ‘You will never find a 

greater concentration of human misery under one roof.’ Of course he was right: 
you don’t come here unless you’ve got problems. 

 
Or unless you want to help, and that makes the difference. 

 

Thank you for all your wonderful help 

Thank You 


