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‘Every Person Must Be Human’, a quote used during an 
interview with one of the participants, is a new project of 
socially engaged photography from Asylum Link Merseyside 
service users and photographer Katherine Monaghan.

The body of work aims to break down barriers of culture and 
language that can often lead people to regard refugees and 
asylum seekers as ‘Other’. It seeks to chart the everyday lives of 
people living in the UK, whilst engaging with the asylum process.

Each person was given a disposable camera and a few weeks 
to take pictures of their surroundings. Through participants’ 
photographic chronicling of the everyday - football matches, 
quiet sunsets and the interiors of houses - the project seeks to 
help people transcend some generalised ideas of what defines a 
refugee or asylum seeker and their individual experiences of city life.

I help all ladies, my friends! Because 
my motto, my mosque motto, is: ‘Love 
for all, hatred for none’

“ “





I am a volunteer: crocheting, knitting and sewing 
clothes in Asylum Link. As a volunteer I work in Bali 
Court and All Saints Church, and I attend English 
classes and computer and cooking classes. 

Half past one I go to my mosque for Friday prayer. 
After I go in my friend’s house, whose husband 
was a cancer patient and help. Here in my house 
every Sunday I am very busy, eating cleaning, 
showering and cooking, and everything is fine.

And Katherine my best friend, she attended 
my mosque event with her friend Ali, and 
I am very happy, very respect, very lovely.



K: What’s the reason you volunteer?

I volunteer because in Pakistan I am lady 
health worker, and hospital duty in the 
private clinic. I help all people: give them 
money, give them free medication; look after 
them. I did family planning - door to door 
providing the contraceptives for families. 

I am very interested in volunteer duty. I did 
training Red Cross for volunteers and they 
gave me a certificate. Also, my community 
lady says I am good worker and she gives 
me a certificate. Because I am very helpful; 
money, fruit and vegetable, clothes and 
shoes. Everything. I help all ladies, my 
friends! Because my motto, my mosque 
motto, is: ‘Love for all, hatred for none’.





K: Why did you leave Pakistan?

Because in Pakistan, the other muslim, 
fighting and killing and house burning. 
Not good. Not safe for Ahmadiyya 
muslim. 

K: What are your aims, what would you 
like to do?

All the time I am  wanting to drive, drive, 
drive. (Laughs) But eye problem - my 
cataract in my eye - so I can’t pass. If I 
pass, I will learn driving lessons.

I want a rich man, a good man, for 
husband. Yesterday, my teacher asked 
all the ladies about their future, I tell 
my teacher I like the rich man, my new 
husband and I will go here and there - 
all ladies were laughing!

I will go here and there, driving and 
visiting the other countries, and I will 
be very happy - and the shopping with 

my new husband! (Laughs).



With thanks to Asylum Link Merseyside, 
University of Liverpool and Open Eye Gallery

For more on Nusrat’s story, please visit www.photostories.org.uk


