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So I found it here the life is good. So I
want to live here for a while.

‘Every Person Must Be Human’, a quote used during an
interview with one of the participants, is a new project of
socially engaged photography from Asylum Link Merseyside
service users and photographer Katherine Monaghan.
The body of work aims to break down barriers of culture and
language that can often lead people to regard refugees and
asylum seekers as ‘Other’. It seeks to chart the everyday lives of
people living in the UK, whilst engaging with the asylum process.
Each person was given a disposable camera and a few weeks
to take pictures of their surroundings. Through participants’
photographic chronicling of the everyday - football matches,
quiet sunsets and the interiors of houses - the project seeks to
help people transcend some generalised ideas of what defines a
refugee or asylum seeker and their individual experiences of city life.

I’m from Sudan.I left Sudan quite early, in 2004,
but from there I went to Chad and I was living
in a camp.
When I got residency I preferred to come to
Liverpool, I have a friend who told me about
Liverpool, I spoke to him and he said if you need
me to help you I will help you; He told me about
a charity called ‘Refugees at Home’ and I said
that would be great.

[The charity] spoke to Deborah (she’s my
friend, she’s very good) and asked her if she
could host me, she said yes, I said ok and
from there I came. Just her and me, and her
cat. It’s a lovely house with a nice garden.

I study, I go to college. I am also doing Base Techs - that’s at the
Everyman and Playhouse theatres - technical training; lighting and sound.
K: And you did some work at the BBC to do with that?
Yeah it was great. Deborah’s friend works there in BBC Media City. He said
ok, we have a lot of technical jobs, he will come in and do some training.
K: Is that what you want to do in future?
Well, I have a lot of hobbies, I go to the gym, climbing, and I play football,
so if I can I want to be professional football player. If not that, technician
or camera operator would be great, but my big dream is to be an engineer.
K: Do you feel welcomed in Liverpool?
I love it, it is very good, it’s interesting, the people are very friendly and helpful.

I say thanks to Deborah for hosting
me in her house, and to all Deborah’s
friends helping me with many types of
things I need. For example, Christina,
she’s our Base Techs teacher, she
is very good. Christina spoke to the
Everyman Theatre and they said yeah
we will find him some ushering job.
That’s sometimes like twice a week,
sometimes like three times. I just
started but I like working there, it’s very
interesting.
K; What are your favourite places here?
I live quite near to the beach, in Crosby.
I love to go there and I love taking
pictures. When the sun sets we go
there and it’s very beautiful. The other
one is the Beatles, and the museum at
the docks - I love going there as well.
K:Do you want to live in Liverpool for
a while?
For a long, long time. I prefer to live
here because in my country there’s
still a lot of problems, it’s not safe. So I
found it here the life is good. So I want
to live here for a while.
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