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‘Every Person Must Be Human’, a quote used during an 
interview with one of the participants, is a new project of 
socially engaged photography from Asylum Link Merseyside 
service users and photographer Katherine Monaghan.

The body of work aims to break down barriers of culture and 
language that can often lead people to regard refugees and 
asylum seekers as ‘Other’. It seeks to chart the everyday lives of 
people living in the UK, whilst engaging with the asylum process.

Each person was given a disposable camera and a few weeks 
to take pictures of their surroundings. Through participants’ 
photographic chronicling of the everyday - football matches, 
quiet sunsets and the interiors of houses - the project seeks to 
help people transcend some generalised ideas of what defines a 
refugee or asylum seeker and their individual experiences of city life.

Help the people if you have something, 
but if you do not have money or food, 
then help with the hands. 

“ “





K: Would you prefer to go back to Pakistan if it 
was safe?

H: No, no way to go back. I am so scared to go 
back to Pakistan. Some people are waiting for 
me to kill me. My family is also here, my two 
daughters are here and everyone, the children. I 
have my cousin and nephew here. My familyhas 
been living here more than 50 years now. My 
father came here in 1943, he was in UK Army in 
Second World War. My father taught me English, 
like 1,2,3, Sunday, Monday, Tuesday.

 

K: So none of them are refugees or asylum 
seekers then?

No everyone has status. Yeah, just pray for me. 



If I get status here I will stay here, if I have money I will start a business, very 
big business. Buying properties; sales. My family may also help me, if I need 
some. But borrowing, not to give - maybe one year, two years - then it goes 
back to them. 

When they are small I help them a lot, I send them to the college, I invest in 
them. I pay for them to buy a shop in Pakistan. All my family is working, we are 
a hardworking family. Yeah I want hard work and to establish myself in two or 
three years. I don’t want to stay like this, in this starting position. I want to be 
a well-established person, own everything. In my mind, I would settle like my 
other family. And say, maybe if I have permission from the home office, have 
a national insurance number. And I will work hard and then get a house, a car 
and have a good family and you know, the life.

I have very good experience, I had a grocery shop in Pakistan. I had my own 
telephone boat, like you know, put in a card if someone wants to ring in UK or 
Pakistan.

I was also working for a charity in Pakistan - Human Rights - for four years. I 
was a general secretary; yeah just organising people, collecting money for the 
poor people.



(Harry has a wife and 2 sons in Pakistan, as well as 

children here in UK)

My children are in a very, very dangerous situation. They 
never openly speak to someone, so many times they 
ask them “[your father] moved to there but you may 
become Christians, maybe you listen to your father.”

K: You used to be Muslim. Do you think there is an 
overlap between Christianity and Islam?

Most of the things are similar, you know every religion 
respects human rights. But some things are different.

I’m going church Wednesday evening 6-7 o’clock. And 
I also go every Sunday, and every Saturday we have a 
house prayer from 5-6 o’clock. Or I am going to Sloe, 
Bedford, we pray. Sometimes Sunday we have very big 
party - singing

K: How long have you been in the UK?

H: 13 years. Yeah, it’s a long time. 



Help the people if you have 
something, but if you do not have 
money or food, then help with the 
hands. Help the poor people, the 
old people, the kids. That’s my 
message for everyone.

My friends, they help me a lot, so I 
thank every one of my friends here. 
Always, you know, I respect my 
friends. If I get something; status, I 
will help my friends. 

K: Do you see yourself as a British 
person or Pakistani person?

Now I feel like a very British person 
(laughs) you know my English is 
very strong, when I am talking with 
people they don’t know if I am old-
living here or new-living here, if I 
am an asylum seeker or refugee, 
no-one judges me, they think I am 
old-living here. 

All that I give to the Home Office 
people is the truth. I never hide 
anything. It’s just up to them, they 
will decide for me, I hope they will 
decide for me the best thing. 



With thanks to Asylum Link Merseyside, 
University of Liverpool and Open Eye Gallery

For more on Harry’s story, please visit www.photostories.org.uk


