
The AGM of Asylum Link Merseyside took place at           
St Anne’s on Wednesday evening, 11 February 2009. The 

large hall was packed with members and supporters of 

ALM.  Chas Raws, Chair, gave a brief and comprehensive 
overview of the year.  The accounts were presented by 

David Bradley.  They showed how responsibly the funds 
are being used.  However, the search for funding is an  

ongoing challenge and worry.       

Fr Peter Morgan, Parish Priest of St Anne’s and St Bernard’s, was the Guest 

Speaker.  Fr Peter is a rock of support for asylum seekers at both St Anne’s and St 

Bernard’s.  He spoke of the desperate situation of asylum seekers and he 
described taking Ed Vulliamy, an experienced war correspondent, into our kitchen 

at ALM.  Ed said: “...as great a concentration of pain and suffering in this kitchen 
as anywhere else in the country.”  It is hard to understand the reason why only 

one in every four asylum seekers have any hope of gaining refugee status.  It is 

easier to understand why so many asylum seekers suffer from mental illness, live 
in fear of deportation and then disappear, hoping to blend into the population.  Fr 

Peter has a gift for describing and engaging us in the lives of those whom he 
holds in his heart.  It was good to listen. 

Tony Edwards reminded us of the work of the team who visit asylum seekers held in custody and appealed 
for people prepared to be prison visitors. Ewan Roberts answered questions in his usual way - information 

at his finger tips, tragedy around him yet positive and smiling. After the meeting we enjoyed the delicious 

food prepared and graciously served by asylum seekers. Thank you. 

A supporter of ALM and her sister had made a beautiful quilt.  Raffle tickets had been sold in prvious weeks 

near and far and the draw was made at the end of the evening.  The winner was Mrs AM Naylor from 
Huyton.  £161 was raised.  Thank you everyone. 
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A new initiative has begun at ALM - the Destitution Road Show, with funding           

provided by the Tudor Trust.  The hour-long presentation is a moving       
portrayal of disappointment, frustration and desolation.  The project is          

designed so that a member of staff, an asylum seeker and a volunteer together will take 
the presentation in our newly acquired white van, to business and community organizations 

as well as schools and churches thereby ensuring that the message of Asylum Link 

Merseyside becomes better known and supported.  So far Ewan, our Centre Manager, Ben, 
Jannatul and Grace have taken part in the Road Show.   

 

AGM 
 
The Road Show 
 
The Break in 
 
The Barn Dance  
 
ALM Volunteer /Asylum 
Seeker 
 
Sue’s Soup Recipe 
 
 

The Clothes Room 

 

WITH THIS ISSUE: 

  

The Destitution Road Show 

Sarah Chierico, our Deputy Manager, has begun her maternity leave.  We will miss her greatly.          

We wish her and Will and Baby Grace every happiness in welcoming their new family member. 

It is with great regret that we have to tell you that ALM suffered a break-in at the 

end of January and the computers and printers in Office One and Two were taken. 

Ben 

Jannatul 

Break-in at ALM 



The Clothes Room 
For many of our service users the clothes room is an invalu-
able resource.  Thank you to all who have contributed so 
far.  However we urgently need young men’s clothes, espe-
cially jeans size between 30 and 34.  This is of the utmost 
importance as the majority of our users are young men.  
We would like to have had a better supply of  good warm 
clothes during this recent cold spell.  Here Susan is busy on 
a Wednesday sorting out the clothing in readiness for rag 
collection on a Thursday.  

Charity No. 1095180  A Company limited by guarantee, Company No. 4468629 

 

If you would prefer  
to receive this  

newsletter as an e-mail                   
register with Illa  at 

info@asylumlink.org.uk       

It saves on paper and postage. 

Food Store 

 
 

Asylum Link Merseyside 

Asylum Link is an organisation  
dedicated to assisting  

asylum seekers and refugees  
and to raising public  awareness 

around refugee issues. 
 

We run a drop-in centre for  
all asylum seekers and refugees 

providing friendship, help and advice. 
 

Asylum Link encourages the  
participation of  

asylum seekers and refugees  
in the services we provide. 

St Anne’s Centre 
7 Overbury Street 

Liverpool  
L7 3HJ 

Phone: 0151 709 1713  
Fax: 0151 709 1734 

e-mail:  
info@asylumlink.org.uk 

 
-  Offering practical support 
and friendship to refugees 

and asylum seekers  - 

 

We are on the Web!!! 
www.asylumlink.org.uk 

 

Sue’s Recipe for Cauliflower and Cheese Soup  (serves 4-6) 

 I am from Iran and I 
have been coming 

to ALM for two months.  I heard 
about it from some friends.  I came 
initially to check out if it was as good 
as my friends said.  My friends were 
right.  I remember when someone I 
know was refused by the Home 
Office the case workers in ALM were 

really helpful.  But it’s not just legal advice that’s good - I like the fun - the 
community that exists in ALM.  I really enjoy Thursdays because we meet up to 
talk English at 12.30.  I think it has really improved my confidence in speaking.  
I’ve noticed that many people only come to ALM to socialise with others - 
showing that community is just as valid as legal advice.    

The Barn Dance held on Saturday, 31 January 2009, St Anne’s Parish 
Centre, Ormskirk, was in aid of Asylum Link Merseyside. 

I don’t precisely know how you would judge the success of a Barn Dance but 
on all the parameters I can think of it seemed a resounding success.  Despite 

our initial worries, everything went well. 

The age range was 8 months old to 85, the number was around 200, the band 
was a six piece group of exceptional ability, the enthusiasm of the dancers 

really encouraged the band, who gave it all. The band played for free, the raffle 
prizes were donated, and the takings totaled £700. It was hard to get people to 

leave at the end and many asked when was the next one! 

The only pity was that very few asylum seekers risked journeying into the 

‘outback’ of Ormskirk.  Perhaps we could arrange sleepovers for those who 

want to come next time. I have had a number of offers of accommodation?  
Thanks to all those who helped on the night. Thanks to all those who supported 

us with prizes and for just being there.  See you next time?     Tony Edwards 

Thank you for all your 
generous donations of 

food - tea, coffee, sugar, 
rice etc.  For the present 
we do not need tins of 

soup.  Cheers! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
225g cauliflower florets 
600ml vegetable stock(stock cubes) 
5ml salt   15ml cornflour 
2 tbsp water 300ml semi-skim milk 
1-2tsp made mustard (English) 
2tsp lemon juice 
100g cheddar cheese (grated) 
salt and pepper to taste (at end of cooking) 
2 tbsp chopped parsley (optional) 

Ano Abassi 

1. Put cauliflower in pan with stock and 
salt, bring to boil, then simmer for about 
25 mins. 
2. Cool a little, then "blitz" with hand 
blender or liquidiser 
3. Mix cornflour to smooth paste with 
water, then stir into pan with milk, mustard 
and lemon juice. 
4. Bring to boil, stirring continuously, then 
simmer 2-3 mins until thickened. 
5. Add cheese, stir gently till melted. 
Season to taste with salt and black 
pepper. 
6. Serve very hot, sprinkled with parsley, 
if available.  
7. Lovely with crusty wholemeal rolls or 
bread. Enjoy !! 

I have been a volunteer at 
ALM for 4 years. It is a 
service to the community, 
it helps me integrate into 
the community, helps me  
understand other people 
and enables people to feel 
right at home. 

GRACE 


